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End Tasks

The following tasks are activities that readers may like to use for themselves, to try out ideas raised
in this book. The activities can be used individually, or with other teachers informally and in
professional development sessions.

« Pinpoint a particular moment or occasion in your teaching or learning life which made you
stop and think.

«  Write a letter to an imaginary colleague describing this moment or occasion, then try to
explain what it meant to you and how it has affected other aspects of your teaching life.

«  Consider the following: How did this moment or occasion subsequently change what you
did in the classroom? Why did it have these effects? In what ways has your thinking about
this moment or occasion changed over time?

Alternatively:

+ Brainstorm a time line of critical moments in your teacher learning—including texts, people,
events, trips and intercultural experiences that were particularly significant to you as an
educator.

+  Use these to write a memoir, first deciding who you want to read it. Will your readers be
valued colleagues? Past students? Then, which moments will you write about? With your
readers and critical moments in mind, either write chronologically, or according to the most
salient topics in your time line (e.g,, critical people and critical texts). As you write, try to
explain what these critical moments meant to you and how they have affected other aspects
of your teaching life.

«  Having written your memoir on teacher learning, what insights have you gained about your
teaching? About yourself? What have you learned through the writing and rewriting process?
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Further Reading

Appel, J. (1995). Diary of a language teacher. Oxford: Heinemann.

A secondary schoolteacher explores success and failure in the language classroom over six ffears. The
book is a rich analysis of reflection and decision-making in teaching supported by personal teacher
journals.

Bailey, K.M., Curtis, A., & Nunan, D. (2001). Pursuing professional development: The self as
source. Boston, MA: Heinle & Heinle.

Three well-known TESOL educators from different parts of the world examine their teacher learn-
ing through the process of writing a book on self-development in teaching. The book portrays the
support and continuing learning provided by the process of reflection, conversation, and writing to-

gether.

Bailey, K. & Nunan, D. (eds). (1996). Voices from the language classroom. Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press.

An exciting collection of qualitative research stories from the classroom demonstrating how reflective
writing can both support and extend the depth of research into practice.

Burton, J., & Carroll, M. (2001). Journal writing. Alexandria, VA: TESOL, Inc.

A starting point for some of the reflective writers in this book, this book focuses on different forms
of journal writing in language teacher education and language learning classrooms. The case-study
format provides a simple model for anyone new to written case analysis to follow.

Connelly, F.M., & Clandinin, D.J. (Eds) (1999). Shaping a professional identity: Stories of
educational practice. NY: Teachers College Press.

Focusing on teacher knowledge, context, and identity, this book is the result of a twenty-year
collaboration by two educators who have consistently talked about, written and analyzed teachers”
lived stories, resulting in a collection of richly-textured studies of teacher research and narrative
inquiry.

Elbaz-Luwisch, F. (2005). Teachers’ voices: Storytelling and possibility. Greenwich,

Connecticut: Information Age Publishing.

An inspiring book written by a teacher educator whose student teachers write narratives of teacher
learning. The author’s own reflections on her students’ narratives provide rich layers of insights on
curriculum as narrative practice.

Freedom Writers & Gruwell, E. (1999). The freedom writers diary: How a group of extraordinary
teens used writing to change themselves and the world around them. NY: Doubleday, Random

House.
An inspirational story of how a teacher used reflective writing to transform her classroom into a hub
of learning, innovation and creativity.

Freeman, D., & Richards, J.C. (eds.). (1996). Teacher learning in language teaching. Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press.

This is one of the most insightful, insider accounts available of teacher learning written from the lan-
guage classroom. It models many novel forms and uses of qualitative research, including reflective
practice and writing.
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Fulwiler, T. (1982). Writing: An act of cognition. In C. Williams Griffin (Ed.), Teaching writing
in all disciplines. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass.

Although this book is primarily on the teaching of writing, it is full of excellent ideas for using reflec-
tive writing in dailyteaching practice.

Mlynarczyk, R. W. (1998). Conversations of the mind: The use of journal writing for second-lan-
guage learners. Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum & Associates, Publisher.
A must-read for anyone looking for inspiration to write reflectively.

Peyton, J. K. (Ed.) (1990). Students and teachers writing together: Perspectives on journal writ-
ing. Alexandria, VA: TESOL.

One of the books which first captivated many of the contributors to this book on the power of
journal writing for both students and teachers.
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