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Grammar delivers a clear and concise account of grammar and its key concepts. It
provides a large-scale overview of various areas of language study and as such "it can
serve as preliminary to (and precondition for) [a] more specific and specialized enquiry"
(p. x). More detailed features of key concepts are left to books at other levels of
grammar analysis. In line with the series design, the author's main concern is with
drawing a broad map of the subject at stake rather than offering a close scrutiny, which
"can be myopic and meaningless unless it is related to the larger view" (p. ix). The book
is meant to be an introductory text for a twofold target audience comprising both
students new to linguistics and lay people who might be interested in language without
being academically engaged in language study per se.

The book intends to show that grammar is not necessarily dull and problematic. Quite
the contrary (according to Swan), grammar is fascinating because it is not arbitrary at
all - as normally believed - and it is not a series of prescriptive rules but an
understandable topic, where everything has a function, relates to something else and
can be explained. Whatever might appear to be complicated and bewildering finds its
explanation in a patchwork of factors ranging from time to language use and users.

Swan asks his readers to relinquish the belief that grammar is simply a matter of word
and/or sentence building. He ponders what exists beyond the word and insists on the
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